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The creation of the Eli M. Oboler 
Memorial Award for the best published 
work in the area of intellectual freedom 
has been announced by the American 
Library Association’s Intellectual 
Freedom Round Table. 

The biennial award consists of a 
certificate of recognition and $500. The 
prize is funded by HBW Associates Inc., 
library consultants and planners. 


Eli M. Oboler was the prolific and 
eloquent author of hundreds of articles, 
reviews and books. In naming the award 
for him, the committee cited Oboler’s 
service to the library profession as 
university librarian at Idaho State 
University, long-time meber of ALA 
Council, president of the Pacific 
Northwest Library Association and the 
Idaho Library Association and “champion 
of intellectual freedom” who “demanded 
the dismantling of all barriers to freedom 
of expression.” 

The following criteria have been 
established for works to be considered: 

e It must be an article (including a 
review article), a series of thematically 
connected articles, a book or a manual 
‘published on the local, state or national 
level, in English or in English translation. It 
need not have appeared in the library 
press. 

e It must have as its central concern 
one or more issues, events, questions or 
controversies in the area of intellectual 
freedom, including matters of ethical, 
political or social concern related to 
intellectual freedom. 

e It must also be demonstrably relevant 
to the concerns and needs of members of 
the library community, including the 
world of publication (print and non-print) 
and communications. 

@ It must, in the opinion of the judges 
(which is final), meet high standards of 
literary quality, accuracy and 
responsibility. The principal focus of 
evaluation will be the writing, but other 
considerations might be relevant. These 
could range from the use of particularly 


effective illustrations to recognition of the 
difficult nature of the background 
research or the subject itself, or for special 
courage or persistence displayed in 
writing and publishing the work. 

@ The work must have been published 
within the two-year period ending the 
December prior to the annual ALA 
conference at which the award is granted. 

The first biennial award will be 
presented at the 1986 annual conference 
in New York, for writing that appeared in 
print in 1984 and 1985; the 1988 award will 
cover works published in 1986-87. 

Judges for the 1986 award are librarians 
Lamar Veatch and Joseph Harzbecker of 
Texas and William Davis of lowa, editor of 
the Idaho Library Quarterly. Submit 
nominated works in triplicate to Lamar 
Veatch, Director, Irving Public Library 
System, P.O. Box 2288, Irving, TX 75015- 
2288. Deadline for submission is Dec. 15, 
1985. Oo 
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